Hematologic changes associated with infection.
Hematologic data provide information useful in both the detection of infectious disease and in the monitoring of patients diagnosed with bacterial, viral, fungal, and parasitic infections. Infection, typically accompanied by inflammation, results in changes within the hematopoietic system that can be observed as qualitative and/or quantitative changes in 3 cell lines: Leukocytes, erythrocytes, and thrombocytes. These alterations to hematopoietic cells are mediated via the influence of microbial toxins and cytokines on cellular proliferation, differentiation, and activation.